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CONTINUING TO BE THE CHANGE!  IN THIS ISSUE 

 

 
 
This week at El Monte has 
been busy with a capital B! All 
the work that we have taken on 
is to increase student 
achievement for all.  One way 
that we 
continue to do 
this is through 
the process of 
instructional 
rounds.  On 
Tuesday, we 
had teachers 
and 
administrators 
meet to 
discuss and 
observe our 
school’s 
Problem of Practice.  
Throughout the process, it was 
evident that work is being 
accomplished to improve 
reading comprehension across 
all disciplines.  There are 
always areas to improve on, 

but I am proud of all the efforts 
that have gone forth to improve 
student progress in this area.  I 
would like to commend the 
group of teachers that 
participated in the rounds for 
their professionalism and 

insight.  Thank 
you also for 
sharing with staff 
your “glows” from 
the process.  I 
think Mr. Wendell 
said it best with 
the following 
written reflection: 
 
I am proud of 
what our school 
continues to 
accomplish, our 
professionalism 

as a staff, and most important, 
our collective commitment to 
doing our best for every 
student, every day. The staff of 
El Monte IS a great team! 

How we meet challenges that 
inevitably come our way is our 
test of greatness personally, 
professionally, and collectively 
as a team.  We understand the 
need to be progressive to meet 
the changes and challenges 
we and our students face.  
Together our commitment and 

Upcoming Events 
9/19/19-
10/20/19 

 

AVID Candy Fundraiser 

 

10/7/19 Varsity/JV Volleyball vs. Citrus-
Orange Cove (Home) 

10/8/19 Extended Professional Learning 
3:15- 5:30pm 

10/9/19 El Monte Cross Country 
@Hanford-Pioneer 

10/10/19 El Monte Tennis vs. Kingsburg 
(Away) 

Parenting Partners @ 5:30pm 
Rm 24 

10/11/19 1st Quarter Grades Due 

Principal’s Note 

 

#weareLOBOS! 

Ms. Lopez explains the importance of our #Observeme poster, which 
allows teachers to share reading comprehension and engagement 
strategies being implemented in the classroom. 



EL MONTE MIDDLE SCHOOL: HOME OF THE MIGHTY LOBOS  | Issue 8  2 

 

 

team focus have given us 
outstanding student 
achievement and rewarding 
teaching environments.  
Initiatives we have worked on 
together and elements of great 
instruction are seen in our 
classrooms daily. In concert 
with great instruction, we see 
the enthusiasm students 
exhibit as we teach them for 
their future.  This year we will 
continue to find our 
instructional greatness; view 
challenges as opportunities, 
and understand that being 
great is a choice, not an 
inherent trait.  
The end goal in education is 
always present; it can be 
summed up with the word “all.” 
A simple three letter word that 
forces us to look at everything 
we do, evaluate, adjust, and re-
focus to achieve a great 
education for everyone.  Being 
focused on greatness has 
never, nor should it ever be a 
faux definer of our school.  We 
have always found greatness 
when we focus and make 
adjustments to ensure success 
for all students and our school.  
As we think about this school 
year take the time to find the 
greatness that resides in you 
and use your personal 
greatness to create magic for 
our students.  
When we work together, there 
is no challenge that we cannot 
meet!  Our students deserve 
the absolute best and we have 
the team to make this happen! 
#bethechange 
 
Have a great weekend, Team! 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Parenting Partners Academy is 
in full effect.  Meetings are held 
on Thursday’s from 5:30pm to 
7:00pm in room 24. Please 
help us by sharing details of 
this meeting with all 
parents.  Free food, raffles and 
childcare is provided!!! 
 

By attending class regularly, 

students are more likely to 

keep up with daily lessons and 

assignments and take quizzes 

and tests on time. Research 

has shown that regular 

attendance may be the 

greatest factor 

influencing academic success. 

Some of the greatest 

benefits for attending school 

regularly are:  

Achievement: Students who 

attend school regularly are 

more likely to pass reading and 

math assessments than 

students who do not. 

Opportunity: For older 

students, being in school every 

day gives them a chance to 

learn more about college and 

scholarship opportunities and 

to learn the important 

information to build a 

successful academic record.   

Being part of the school 

community: Just by being 

present at school, students are 

learning how to be good 

citizens by participating in the 

school community, learning 

valuable social skills, and 

developing a broader world 

view.  
 

REAP is 
a non-profit foundation 
established to support 
education in rural communities. 
REAP focuses on activities that 
directly improve the quality of 
education and raise the 
academic bar for rural students 
in agricultural communities, 
and aims to support students 
who have demonstrated the 
ability and drive to become 
leaders in their communities.  
Below are some testimonials 
from some of our LOBOS who 
participate in this program. 

 “I think 
that REAP is a great way to 
encourage kids to have good 
grades and try their best. So 
far, my experiences have been 
really good and I enjoy being 
part of REAP! 

 Brianna Arellano 

Collective 

-Marlena 

#weareLOBOS! 
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” I think if you meet the 
requirements 
to enter 
REAP you 
should sign 
up because 
REAP gives 
you money 
for college 

and they take you on field trips. 
Plus, the food is great! 

 Liliana Nunez Lujano 
 

 “I feel very 
happy about 
REAP 
because it 
helps you for 
college and 
they take you 
on field trips. I 
had a lot of 
fun at the 
Leadership 

development field trip and I 
hope we get to do more 
activities like those!” 

 Santiago Cisneros 
 

” I like 
the 
REAP 
program 
it is 
really fun 
and I am 
thankful 
that they 
will help 
me get 
money 
for 

college. I’m hoping to stay in 
the program and I like that they 
take us on field trips!” 
 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
I recently read an article called 
“Building Resilient Students: 3 
Ways to Help Students 
Develop Resilience and Grit” 
by Hoan Do.  Hoan Do was a 
city finalist for American Ninja 
Warrior.  His ideas were 
interesting and relevant for this 
time of the school year.  I don’t 
know about you, but I’m tired; 
I’m end-of-the-school-year 
tired.  I’m go-to-bed-early, get-
up and do-it-all-again tired.   
So, I thought I would share 
these 3 ideas with so we can 

all develop resilience and grit 
to persist and push through the 
setbacks or obstacles that may 
come up as the year 
progresses.  
 
First, know and understand 
that you do NOT always need 
to be positive. Sometimes 
acting like everything is put 
together or under control only 
adds to the stress.  What 
happens when you shake up a 
can of soda?  It will explode, 
right? This too, can happen, 
when we push those emotions 
down and then something 
triggers an “explosion” (this is 
my life).  Instead, why don’t we 
slowly crack open the can and 
let some of the pressure out.  

Acknowledging our feelings 
and giving ourselves 
permission to feel this way will 
eliminate unnecessary stress 
and will allow us to let those 
emotions go and focus on what 
needs to be done. 
 
Second, surround yourselves 
with people who WILL support 
you. We all have friends and 
family that we can turn to 
outside of school but, we all 
need to find our support 
system in school as well. Find a 

mentor; your friendly instructional 
coaches are here for you in just 
this capacity! (Come see me at 
any time) Find a friend and 
partner to collaborate with and 
share ideas.  Or find someone in 

need of a friend.  
Supporting another 
person can give you a 
sense of purpose and 
troubles often disappear 
or diminish as we focus 
on helping others.  
 
Third, take time for self-
care. We are all like cell 
phone batteries.  We 

have multiple apps running at the 
same time daily.  We cannot give 
100% when our battery is only 
running at 3%.  Make time every 
day for a little me time; plug 
yourself in and recharge that 
battery! 
  
One idea that really stood out to 
me is the idea that “every 
limitation is an opportunity for a 
breakthrough.” We find ourselves 
surrounded with opportunities for 
breakthrough every day, with 
every student we come in contact 
with. By developing resilience and 
grit in ourselves, we will be better 
prepared to help our students do 
the same.   

 
 
 

#weareLOBOS! 

-Erica -Mindy 

Coaches’ 
Collective 


